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AROUND THE REEF
© Bill Glasson, Clifton Q

A day on the water is marvellous fun,

Among tropical islands, enjoying the sun.

Where the pale golden sand like a necklace, surround
All the flora, with which all the island is gowned.
Thick patches of rainforest shading a creek,

And giant trees topping a mountainous peak.

How fortunate we are with this to be blessed?
The result of the art of the Lord at His best.
Walk over an island, your dreams to appcase,
Thrill to colourful birds in the beautiful trecs.
You may meet one or two of that fortunate breed
Who came here long before fashion decreed.

Away out to sea where the world is so clean,
And the water’s as blue as you ever have seen;
While further on out to the east you will see
Teams of white horses rearing up out of the sca.
Is it pain turns them white or the sheer disbelief
Of kicking their toe on a spur of the reef?

Up here such beauty is not hard to find,

With its colourful coral and fish of all kind.

You might see a turtle swim silently by

With a comical face and a quizzical eye.

If you snorkel, you’ll know what the ocean is worth,
And will never be closer to Heaven, on carth.

The jewel of our country, a marvel indeed,

That must never be wrecked by humanity’s greed.
Man is much like a child with a beautiful toy,

And must never be given the chance to destroy

This wonder, that brightens a world filled with grief;
Our magnificent pendant, The Barrier Reef.

Results for Surats’ Cobb & Co. Battered Bugle Poetry
Competition held in conjunction with the Festival of
Lights to celebrate 75 years since the running of the last
Cobb & Co from Yuleba to Surat; 14 &15 August.
Traditional Section
Ist  Bill Glasson--Clifton
2nd  Victoria Nason--Gympie (tie)
2nd  Chris Webster--Bundaberg (tic)
3rd  Carmel Dunn--Warwick
Original Section
Ist  Carmel Randle--Preston
2nd Carmel Dunn--Warwick
3rd  Merv Webster Snr.--Bundaberg
BATTERED BUGLE Award for Overall Score
CARMEL DUNN--WARWICK.

GYMPIE MUSTER WRAP-UP

It is one of those festivals you just have to be at to understand
the atmosphere. The sporadic rain and occasional mud-slide did
nothing to dampen the atmosphere of the tens of thousands of
Country Music(and Poetry) fans who not only flocked to Amamoor
State Forest, but actually camped there.

The six x 2-hour Poetry Breakfasts from the Tuesday to the
Sunday had a tremendous following. Hosted by myself, and co-
compered over the first three days by the likes of Milton Taylor,
Bob Magor and Bob Miller, the crowds were in early and the
Muster Tent was rocking with laughter. Janine Haig, Col Hadwell
and Joy Major were popular, but John Major was revealed as
the snoring monster that he is, when the Poets (having taped
him the night before) played the recording over the microphone
to a stunned audience, who refused to accept it was John Major
snoring, and not a bloody chainsaw.

These first three days were also blessed with impromptu
performances by Carmel Dunn, Wally Finch, Tony Strauss, and
Gary Lowe.

Some of the Poets were also lucky enough to travel and recite
on the Steam Engine traveling through the Hinterland from
Gympie. The crowds were thrilled with their performances.

On Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the usual Yobbos, Murray
Hartin, Glenny Palmer, Shirley Friend and Ray Essery made their
presence felt, and rather than get paid for performing, Guy
McLean had Nugget leave a deposit on the stage that was much
appreciated by the Poets following him. Thanks Mate!

The Poets Brawl was received well for the first time at Gympie
and was won by Stuart Nivison of Brisbane.

The Winners of the Poetry Competition were -
Traditional 1 Wally Finch 2™ Guy McLean 3™ Carmel Dunn
Original 1t Gary Lowe 2" Col Hadwell 3 Guy McLean

Naked Poets CD Launch

Gympie was first exposed to the naked Poets in 1998. This
year, they brought back a live album with them. All the cast from
the show, Shirley Friend, Marco Gliori, Bob Miller, Ray Essery,
and Murray Hartin were joined by the producer and sixth cast
member, Pat Drummond (singer/songwriter), in the Theatre at
the Muster, to perform all the tracks off the album.

The Theatre was packed to capacity and they sold a bundle.
For your very own copy of Naked Poets Lie...ve, send $30.00
plus postage to P.O.Box 999 Warwick QLD 4370.

Gympie will be on again next year, and watch this space early
next year for details.

See ya, Marco Gliori
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UNAI;IT HORISED READING OF THIS NEWSLETTER WILL NOT BE TOLERATED!

«# Are you sick of your friends, family, neighbours -
o527and workmates “borrowing” your ABPA Newsletter, !E‘Ei
" then having to hunt them down to get it returned? r
o =
1‘:a:é}; Stuck for a great Christmas Present? -
Well, have we got a deal for you!!
For only $25 per subscription you can arrange for these “borrowers” to receive their
own copy each month from now until December 2000!
Just think of how grateful they will be! Its really easy, roo!  And you will look wonderfull!  \ ,
!#l P
1. Pop $25 (cheque or money order made out to ABPA) into an envelope -
2. Make sure to include the name and address of your soon-to-be best friend, and
3. Mailitto: Olive Shooter, Secretary/Treasurer, ABPA
“Willow Bend” MS 765, Talgai West Road -
Allora QId 4362
THE LAST WORD FROM THE EDITOR
Thank you to our Dear Members,

Contributors This month has involved in steep learning curve on my bch:flf, as [ take over the
reins from Maurcen Stonham. [ am very open to any suggestions members may have
about the Newsletter, and look forward to your comments.

Dgn Anderson Graejme Johnson As it is impossible to print details of when events are on if I am not notified in
Trisha Anderson Denis Kevans advance, please make sure that your event details are sent to the fax number or email
Ke.v J Barnes Sandra J ) address as listed on Page 2 of this edition. The new deadline for each month’s edition
Brian B_ell ) Qu.eenborough Binns is the 20th of the previous month!! This will be adhered to in order to facilitate
Jacqueline Bridle  Neil McArthur delivery of each Newsletter to the members as early in the month as possible.

Donald Campbell  Lorraine Richards
Dennis Carstairs Ron Sclby

If you have an email address, I would love to hear from you via that medium. Please
send me your email address anyway, as [ am compiling a list of members with email

Jack Drake Bette Shiels access. I'm at: abpanews@hounail.com
Maurecn Dunr'l Olive Shooter I would particularly like to thank Maureen, who has done such a wonderful job as
G.raham Fredriksen Maurcen Stonham Editor for our Association. Now that I know the work that goes into producing this
Bill Glass'on. Tom Stonham Newsletter, I fully understand the dedication she has shown to the task.
Marco Gliori Tony Strauss [ also thank Olive and Ron for their assistance this month, and many
H}PShOt Graham Watt thanks to all who sent their best wishes and offers of help: including
th.a Horton June & Ted Webber Maureen Dunn, Janine Haig, Frank Daniel, Bob Miller, Zita Horton
Neil Hulm Kathy Werner and June & Ted Webber. Best regards, ]ennz'ﬁ:r Priest
I

Max Jarrott
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