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The Australian Bush Poetry Association Inc. was formed at a meeting in January 1994 at the Tamworth CM Festival. 
The purposes of our Association are to: 

• fuster the publication of a Monthly Newsletter to keep members infonned of coming events and pa,;t results

• Promote bush poetry as an art form in the entertainment field, both in the spoken word and as published verse.
• Encourage competitions both written and spoken.

Please complete this form and send it with payment to the Treasurer, Rosemary Baguley, 22/12 Taurus Rd Capalaba. Q. 4157. 
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SIG NATURE ----------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
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Membership fees: 
$25.00 Single, Family, or club member. Juniors $10.00 (Students to year 12). 

NEW members joining after 1 July, $13.00 to the end of December. New members joining after 1 October receive up to 15 moths 
membership for the first year. 

Our financial year is from 1 January to 31 December. 
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hristmas 

Completed toys were all lined up on 

Santa's workshop shelves; 
the time had come to load the sleigh Santa 

called the elves. 
As Santa read the lists out loud they 

placed toys in each sack, 
then loaded them into the sleigh, in 

rows from front to back. 

When all the shelves were empty and 

the sleigh was stacked up high, 

then Santa hitched his reindeer up and 

flashed across the sky. 

For it was Christmas Eve, you see, and 

he must work all night 
as children all around the world were 

waiting for his flight. 

Now Santa comes to little ones, but 

most folks give a gift; 

we do our Christmas shopping and it 
gives the heart a lift. 

Why is it that at Christmas time we 
give to one another? 

Why do we give to Mum and Dad, our 

sister and our brother? 

At Christmas time we celebrate the 
greatest gift of all, 

when in a town named Bethlehem, yes, 

in a cattle stall, 
with only straw to make a bed on that 

first Christmas mom, 
while cattle looked on silently, young 

Mary's child was born. 

So when you shop at Christmas time 

for gifts both large and small, 

just spare a thought for Mary in that 

Jowly cattle stall, 

For in that straw-filled manger there 
love's banner was unfurled,

when Jesus Christ came down to earth, 

God's gift to all the world. 

© Terry Regan 

The Fourth 

Wise Man 

There is some uncertainty is some w1certaintv 
as to how many wise men or "Magi" visited 
Christ shortly after his birth. Western Chris
tian tradition has ass1uned that there were 
three as this is the munber of gifts that are 
mentioned - jra11ki11ce11se. myrrh a11d gold. 

Eastern Christia11ity gives the nwnber as J 2.

As you will see there were i11Jact 4 Magi al
though it's hard to see how somebody has 
bestowed upon them the title "wise"! 

Three wise men came to Bethlehem 
following a star. 

Their names we're told were Melchior, 

Caspar, and Balthasar. 
One brought a gift or frankincense, the 

others myrrh and gold. 

They came to greet the new born king -
the gospel story told. 

They gave their gifts to Jesus, in the 

manger where he lay, 

His mother offered coffee, but they said 

they couldn't stay. 

They got back on their camels near the 

stable they'd been tied 
And as they headed back off east Mary 

softly sighed. 

"I really don't need perfume, though Myrrh 
of course is tops 

And gold is always useful, but we're 

nowhere near the shops. 
And frankincense is lovely but this stable's 

not the place. 
I hope they're not the wisest men in all the 

human race. 

"It was very good of them to come from 

such a far off land 
After all that time on camels, it's a wonder 

they can stand. 
But bringing Jesus gifts of myrrh and 

frankincense and gold 

Is just not very practical - he's only lO 

days old." 

Next afternoon a man appeared outside 

the stable gate 
He said he was the fourth man and sorry 

he was late. 

''I 'ye brought some things I thought you'd 
need. It's just a little gift .. , 

A quick inspection or his bag gave Mary's 
heart a lift. 

A frozen casserole was there, and a stuffed 
and fluffy toy 

Some baby clothes in pastel blue - he 

guessed it was a boy. 

"The thought of washing nappies" Mary 

cried "now need not unnerve us 

For here's a six month voucher for a nappy 

washing service." 

She turned to than the stranger - but the 
stranger wasn't there 

He'd slipped away and vanished in the 

chilly winter air. 

But on the gate he left a note - quite 

simple but profound: 

"Don't write this in the gospels 
please, I'd never live it down." 

So don't forget the fourth wise man, 

The wisest of the Jot. 

He brought the really useful gifts 
The other three forgot. 

© Dermot Dorgan 
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