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I have had a few letters from members asking "why haven't we seen the results of such & such competitions" ...... . 
It's all very simple folks - if no one sends me the results - it is very hard to publish them - and it is impossible for me to 
telephone for them as there is at least one competition on every weekend. So that means one thing organisers. arrange for 
someone to send the results to the newsletter. (emailing them is the best way). 

And - just as important - as we are limited to only 16 pages in each newsletter (until we can find a generous sponsor) I would 
ask that the articles about competitions be limited to a few comments and the results. There is no way that we can include a full 
page of comments about a particular competition weekend. I am sure that members who did not attend would like to know how 
it went. but the results are more important. and sometimes we do not have the room for much else. 

Poets Calendar of Events and Competitions: 

June 2nd - Goondiwindi Custom House Champs - contact John 07 4671 1912 
June 9th - Poetry in the Park - Grenfell Memorial Park 
June 10th Poetry & Damper around the Campfire at Grenfell Henry Lawson Park 
30th June - closing date for the Billy Mateer Award for Bush Poets. 

6th July Bundy Muster. Performance & written. Tel - Joan 07 4152 9624 or Sandy/John 07 4151 4631 

15th July - closing date for North Pines Camp Oven Competition. Telephone Mary 07 5494 7260 
9th August - Bush Poets at the EKKA. Trisha Anderson telephone/fax 07 3268 3624 

17th - 19th August - Camp Oven Bush Poetry Festival - North Pine Country Park - BRISBANE 
31st August - Millmerran Bush Poets Round-up - Kev Barnes 07 4695 4209 
9th September - Blackboard Concert - Moon River Motel Pacific Highway- Kempsey NSW 

28th September - Closing date of ' Gippsland Bush Poets' Australian Verse written competition. 

27th October - Dorrigo Mountain Top Round-up - Contact Murray 02 66657 2139 
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To a poet nothing can be useless. Whatever is beautiful, and whatever is dreadful, must be familiar to his imagination; he 
must be conversant with all that is awfully vast or elegantly little. The plants of the garden, the animals of the wood, the 
minerals of the earth, the meteors of the sky, must all concur to store his mind with inexhaustible variety; for every idea is 
useful for the enforcement or decoration moral or religious truth; and he who knows most will have most power of 
diversifying his scene, and of gratifying his reader with remote allusions and unexpected instructions. Rasselas -Dr. Samuel 
Jol,11son 1867 

Poetry. Immortality of 

Poetry is the breath and finer spirit of all knowledge: it is the impassioned expression which is in the countenance of all 
science. Poetry is the first and last of all knowledge - it is as immortal as the heart of man. If the labours of men of 
science should ever create any material revolution, direct or indirect, in our condition, and in the impressions which we 
habitually receive. the poet will sleep then no more than a present. but he will be ready to follow the steps of the man of 
science. not only in those general indirect effects. but he will be at his side. carrying sensation into the 1nidst of the objects 
of the science itself. What is a Poet? - w. Wordsworth. 

Take11from the book called" WISE SAYINGS OF THE GREAT AND GOOD": Pri11ted i11 1867 a11d sold for 3s 6d 

Lets Consider: How things have changed over the years. Where once sportsman played their chosen sport simply 
for the pleasure of competing, (winning or losing was irrelevant), today it is played for money. Whether this has made 
sport better or worse is an individuals perception, but like everything. change is inevitable in life. TI1ey had change 100 
years ago. 200 years ago - so things are never going to stay the same. Change is inevitable. 
Whether th.is is good or bad is not the reason for this article. The reason is to point out that change is going to occur as we 
head along life's roadway whether we want it or not. We may not like it in our own lives. and those who don't want it 
tend to, using today's language, drop out . That is the right that everyone has. Acceptance or non-acceptance. 
Change is also inevitable in our monthly newsletter. Over the years it has been produced. there has been an immense 
amount of work put in by individuals to get it out to the members. This has always involved a lot of time and effort. I am 
referring here to the folding, addressing and sorting into respective postal codes so that we can save a dollar here and a 
dollar there. I believe that the time to get more professional in this area is well past. Like the sportsman of today I think it 
is time that we paid someone to do what has over the years. been a labour of love. if not necessity when the association 
started out. Today's printers have machinery for folding, machinery for stamping and addressing and machinery for 
putting the magazine into plastic bags so that if the mailman leaves it exposed to the elements, you still have a publication 
that you can read. 
To do this and not erode away our bank balance. we need to be like the sportsman of today. We need sponsorship. TI1e 
easiest way to have this. is to have - say the two back pages of the newsletter "sold" to someone or some company for 
advertsing their wares. We know we win with every publication - so that means that the "sponsor" is also a winner. If you 
know of any business or company ·who may be interested. then have them contact our President so that we can do a 
follow-up and look into making thing easier for those tireless. and might I add. non-complaining. work.eris who donate 
their time so that the rest of us can get the satisfaction that we do from our newsletter. 

A thought for the month: Did you manage to get a new member for our Association this month? 
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