








KELLY DIXON

“The Penman of the Plains”

Kelly Dixon, know as The Penman of the
Plains’ lives in Camooweal in Western
Queensland where he breeds cattle for the live
cattle export trade with Asia.

To date he has written seventy songs for
various country music artists including, Slim
Dusy, Reg Poole, Rex Dallas, Brian Young, Lee
Kernaghan, Col Finley, Robbie Gough and others.

Perhaps his best known is ‘Leave Him In The
Longyard’ recorded some years ago by Slim
Dusty.

Currently Kelly is co-writing songs with the
legendary Howie Brothers.

He writes a great amount of Bush Poetry and
has won major competitions. He rarely performs
his work, preferring to write for others, however he
does ‘perform on very special occasions’.

Kelly’s favourite modern day poet is Bob
Magor of Myponga, SA, winner of this years
Bronzed Swagman Award, and his idol is the late
Will Ogilvie.

Recently Kelly Dixon was inducted into the
South Australian Country Music Hall of Fame.

Kelly and his wife Marian have travelled
extensively throughout Australia during the past
few years and are always on the lookout for new
faces, new poets, new stories.

They have taken in all of the major and many
of the minor festivals assisting with organising and
performing duties as adjudicaters.

Kelly has two novels, “From West of the
Scrub” and “Behind the Wheel” to his credit with
a book of verse “From A Drifters Pen” with a
follow up Cassette of twenty-one poems from that
book.

All the poems are backed by the legendary
Charley Boyter on accoustic guitar and were
recorded by Tony Taunton at Lyrebird Studios in
Nowra NSW.

All Kelly’s poems are based on the legends
and stories of our great outback, stories like 'Many
Yesterdays Ago’ when his ‘kingdom was a saddle,
and the city way of life he didn’t know’ — and,
‘Foolscap Tombstones— the ‘old station records
covered in red dust’ — the plight of the ‘pound a
week battlers’ found in the old station journals; the
old ringers, drovers, fencers, camp-cooks and a
bush-bred house-maid or two. Recommended —
all good, clear, relaxed, easy listening.
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© Sandra J. Queensborough Binns.
Kincumber NSW

“One man’s meat, another’s poison”
that’s how the saying goes,

but it seems that one man’s poetry
to another is not even prose!

Well, to have the judges’ comments
seemed like a good idea,

but the comments so conflicted, that
I wonder, where to from here?

My entry, it passed muster,

when the first judge read it through,
but the second didn’t like it,

he took a real dim view.

The first judge said “It’s excellent,
effective — fluent too!”

but the other told me “Needs more work”
.. . it’s confusing, I tell you!

The first judge said “Original,
good structure and appeal.”

The second thought the opposite
— he’s a critic with some zeal!
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But I think I have the answer.
I won’t let it spoil my health,
I’1l go on like before,

and write to please myself!
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KELLY DIXON
TWO NOVELS

‘FROM THE WEST of the SCRUB’
AND
‘BEHIND THE WHEEL’
$23.00 each Postpaid.
A BOOK OF VERSE

‘FROM A DRIFTERS PEN’
$12.00 Postpaid.
AUDIO CASSETTE
21 POEMS
$20.00 Postpaid.

P.O. Box 24
CAMOOWEAL Q. 4828
Ph/fax 077 482 153
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LEO (Jul 24 — Aug 23)

THE ROAR FACTS!!!

Those born under Leo,
Are known for faithfulness,
But whether that is true or not,
Is anybody’s guess.

All the Leos that [ know,
Seem to know-it-all.

They like a bit of argument.

A verbal free-for-all.

They’re great attention seekers,
And should I live so long,
Imight just see ONE Leo
Admit that he/she is wrong.
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CAMOOWEAL FESTIVAL

The inaugural Camooweal
‘Droving Yesteryear’ Festival has
been set down for September 12th,
13th and 14th. 1997

Bush Poetry will include an Open
Written section for verse never previ-
ously aired publicly. Entry is $3.00 <
per poem and no entry forms are nec-
— the usual conditions apply =

essary
and entries should reach Camooweal

no later than September 1st. with
cheques made out to ‘Droving
Yesteryear’.

Performance poetry competitions
will consist of an Open Traditional
and Open Humorous, and Junior Tra-
ditional

Judges for the festival are highly
regarded authors and poets, Kelly
Dixon of Camooweal, Bruce Simpson
of Caboolture and Ted Egan of Alice
Spings.

Winners of each section will re-
ceive Eddie Hackman sculptures of
significant value. Other prizes consist
of four ‘free-travel’ bus passes for

2000 kms of travel on major coach
lines. A grand time will be had by all |

in true blue bush flavour. See ad. p. 3.

ALL THOSE GHOSTS
© Kelly Dixon Camooweal Q.

Tonight I am finished, some say, with the road —
Too old now to drive 'em — and too stiff to load —
No more the doubles or triples I’ll push

To the towns in the West — or the mines in the bush!

No, never a load of wild steers in my care —

Will be hauled to some station — or saleyards somewhere,
Seldom again will I meet with old mates,

On the old Putty Road — or on Larrimah Straights!

Yet tonight in my dreams I will hear the shrill whine —
Of a thirteen speed box as I hug the white line,
I will hear too, the song of the bogies and feel

That breeze in my face — and the touch of the wheel —
The dust of the deserts — the mud and the snow —
Never more I will battle — yet, sometimes you know —
I shall wish I was out once again on the track,
With a fifty tonne load on a cab-over Mack!

Q\\ Or, a hundred and eight head of Territory steers,

% Four decks of Bush Bullocks, a tinful of gears,

\ To the life on the road, take me back once again,

Let me meet all those mates of the road now and then.

Ah! The Cummins is hummin’ it’s song in my ears,
And haunted I am by the whine of the gears —

I wish for a while they would leave me alone —

These sounds, all these ghosts from a life I have known!

CHARLEVILLE BUSH BALLADEERS —

Written Competition The results of the written competi-
tion held at Charleville in April were omitted in the reports
submitted. Credit should always be acknowledged wherever
possible, especially in the often forgotten written sections.

First place went to Ron Stevens of Dubbo with “Of Men
and Boys”. Second to Ellis Campbell, Dubbo.

Highly commended. Col Bentley, Charleville. Ron
Stevens, Dubbo (2), Carmel Randle, Preston. (3). Ellis Camp-
bell, Dubbo. Dale Leard, Charleville. (2).

Local Poet. Dale Leard. Junior winner. Carmel Dunn.

LIMERICK CORNER.

A miser by name of O’Hare

Had a glass eye that he used to wear.

He had no flaming sight

With it in left or right,

And he wished he had bought the full pair!
Joe...
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TRUNDLE NSW
BUSH TUCKER WEEKEND

16 - 17 AUGUST 1997

The biggest Bush Tucker Weekend in NSW
Bush Tucker - Bush Games - Bush Everything
featuring
PAT DRUMMOND — THE BOURKENBAKS
PETER HORAN — KYOGLE BUSH BAND
THE BUSHWACKERS
FRANK DANIEL — POETS BREAKFAST
Engq. John Wright 068 921 120
David Lyons 068 921 239
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‘THE WASHING UP WILL HAVE TO WAIT’
Betsy Chape M.S. 979 Monto Q. 4630 $11.00 Post Paid

‘BUSH VERSE FROM A WANDERERS PEN’
Don Pender. 11/13 Mudlo St Redlands Bay 4165 $5.00 pp

Cassette. HARRY BOWERS LIVE. (But Only Just)
Harry Bowers. 40 Sutton St Warragul Vic. 3820  $12 pp

‘JUST WAIT TILL I GROW UP’
Jacqueline Bridle. c/- P.O. Mapleton Q 4560

‘THE SELECTION’
Blue the Shearer. P.O. Box 225 Wellington 2820 $15.00 pp

Book and Cassette ‘SKEW WIFF KELLY’
Grahame Watt RMB 2050 Kyabram 3620  $13.5 each pp

‘REVERSALS’ and ‘WINNERS IN RHYME’ $14 ea. pp
Book and Tape. Ron Stevens 14 Eden Park Rd. Dubbo 2830

‘McHENRY’S CURSE AND OTHER VERSE’

Keith McHenry S Bonney St. Ainslie ACT 2602 $15.00 pp
TALES OF UNCLE JIM

Merv Webster 8 Hawaii Crt. Bargara Q. 4670

Inaugural

BENDIGO FESTIVAL

24th - 26th OCTOBER 1997

Bush Poets Breakfast Sunday 26th

Kyabram Bush Verse Group
Grahame Watt - Johnnie Johannson
The Bush Larrikin
ALL WELCOME
Historic Rosalind Park
In the Old Police Barracks

Contact Peter Worthington
03 5436 1556
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